CHAPTER XIV

TO the Emperor's eye his uncle began the year 1907
very injudiciously. He spent a week with the
Queen in Paris, and the fact that he was incognito made
his conduct more suspect. This was a very poor return
for the Emperor's Christmas gift to England of a statue
of King William III, and soon after the King went on one
of those spring cruises which his nephew regarded as an
infringement of his own prerogative. He spent the most
of March innocently enough at Biarritz, but his subse-
quent programme was truly diabolical, for it comprised
a meeting with the King of Spain at Cartagena, and with
the King of Italy at Gaeta. It was no excuse for the
King that his niece Princess Victoria Eugenie of Batten-
berg had married King Alfonso the year before, nor was
it a consolation that he himself was meaning to pay a
state visit to Madrid in a month or two: simply any visit
his uncle made was charged with sinister motive. And
then, after having laid his net of intrigue in Spain, he
was going to visit the King of Italy and tamper with the
Triple Alliance. He was bent on encircling Germany,
thought the Emperor, as he bitterly remembered his own
dithyrambic letters to the Tsar which proved up to the
hilt that their secret Treaty of Bjorko would cause not
Europe alone, but the very ends of the earth, Japan in
the East and America in the West, to encircle England in